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That's when the boy sitting next to her 
reached out. His name was M-kun. 













































































































Unsure of how to react to that, 
Mikuri started teasing him. 



It wasn't one of those tennis circles that people join 
just to flirt and pick up members of the opposite sex... 






Before long... 


That seemed to hurt M-kun's feelings, and the more 
Mikuri did it, the hipper he would dress. 

































...the two of them got in the habit of exchanging 
caustic sarcasm every time they saw each other. 





herself dumped. 


















































































WHEN I SEE MY PARTNER AROUND, I 
WANT HIM TO BE SMILING. I WANT 

TO BE SMILING MYSELF. j WANT jq TRUST 

AND TO BE TRUSTED. 




































































































GIVEN THE CIRCUMSTANCES... 



...I HAVE A 
RESPONSIBILITY TO 
MIKURI AS HER AUNT 
AND AS HER MOTHER 
FIGURE TO GO GIVE 
THE HOT ONE A PIECE 
OF MY MIND.' 
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THEN AGAIN, 

I CAME IN AS FAR 
AS THE ENTRYWAY 
NOT TOO LONG 
AGO, AND I'VE BEEN 
OVER HERE A FEW 
TIMES BACK WHEN 
THIS WAS EB/SAWA- 
SAN'S PLACE. 


HOW MANY 
YEARS HAS IT 
BEEN SINCE I'VE 
VISITED A GUY'S 
PLACE? 


IT'S PRETTY 
HOT. I'LL GO 
TURN ON THE 
AIR CONDI¬ 
TIONER. 


I'LL GET YOU 
A DRINK. IS 
ICED COFFEE 
ALL RIGHT? 


YES, 

THANK 

YOU. 


MIKURI-SAN'S 
BACK HOME, 
ISN'T SHE? 
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WHAT?.' 


MIKURI-SAN IS 
AN ATTRACTIVE 
WOMAN AND 
A CAPABLE 
WORKER. 


DECENT GUYS 
TEND TO LIKE 
CLEVER WOMEN 
WHO DON'T 
ALWAYS NEED TO 
BE THE CENTER 
OF ATTENTION, 
Y'KNOW. 
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LIKE, "WELL, 

I GUESS WE 
SHOULD HUG 
NOW"? THERE'S 
NO WAY! 


IT'S TOO HARD TO 
SUGGEST SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT MYSELF IF I'M 
NOT ALREADY CAUGHT 
UP IN THE SWING OF 
THINGS! 
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WE’RE 
LOCKED IN 
PLACE... 










































HOW DO YOU EVEN DESCRIBE THIS SITUATION? 

































AND YET... 
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THEN THAT'S THE SIGN. 

















THE FIRST KISS CAME 
OUT OF NOWHERE > SO IT 
SENT ME FOR A LOOP. 



I WAS WAITING FOR THE 
SECOND ONE. I MET IT WITH 
HAPPINESS AND, AT THE SAME 
TIME, A SENSE OF PEACE. 


GOTtMfoap 
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OHHHHH! 


















































































I STILL DON'T KNOW EXACTLY 
HOW MUCH HE LIKES ME. 


IT'S EVEN POSSIBLE THAT 
HE'S JUST CURIOUS. 
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/ IT WON'T BE 

/ LONG UNTIL 

LUNCH, SO 
\ I'LL JUST 
\ HAVE BRUNCH 
\ TODAY. 

> 



Elli 



























































































































43 


























































SHOULD I 
GIVE HER 
FLOWERS? 


NO, NO, NO. I 
DON'T KNOW 
WHAT KIND OF 
FLOWERS SHE 
LIKES. BESIDES, 
THAT MIGHT 
GIVE HER THE 
WRONG IDEA. 



AS A PRO 
BACHELOR, T 
UNDERSTAND... 
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...THAT A 
THORNY PATH 
LIES THAT WAY. 









































IT WOULD BE 
EASIEST TO KEEP 
THIS RELATIONSHIP 
AS BUSINESSLIKE 
AS POSSIBLE. I'M 
LESS LIKELY TO GET 
HURT THAT WAY. 


THE MISERY OF GIVING 
MY ALL FOR SOMEONE 
ONLY TO HAVE IT GO 
UNRECOGNIZED IS SOME¬ 
THING I'VE EXPERIENCED 
MORE THAN ONCE 
IN MY LIFE. 





























IT MAKES ME 
WANT TO GO 
BACK THERE 
AND THAW MY 
FROZEN BODY. 
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I KNEW THERE 
WAS SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT ABOUT 
POPULAR GUYS' 
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I LIKE GETTING 
JUST A LITTLE BIT 
OF SOMETHING 
NICE. 






















































WAIT A MINUTE... 
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Ilk 
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I GET TO GO TO SLEEP 
WITH THOSE WORDS OF 
GRATITUDE STILL RINGING 

' 'IM'A/lv'pA&G' > . 


WfttttYjjljlRSTitilGHTlOFl 

BE/tiGl7foE%Wls/Xmi 
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Chapter 22 



IT HASN'T EVEN BEEN A WEEK 
SINCE MY BIRTHDAY, AND IT'S 
HERE ALREADY... 
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I 
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HUH? 















































































































WHAT IF HIRAMASA-SAN 
HAS GOTTEN HIS KICKS 
ALREADY? 

A 



yl 




















I WONDER IF HIRAMASA-SAN IS INTERESTED IN 
GOING ANY FURTHER WITH ME... 




THAT DOESN'T 
BOTHER ME, THOUGH. 
I DON'T NEED HIM 
TO TAKE THE LEAD 
OR ANYTHING. HELL, I 
DON'T EVEN MIND IF 
THE SEX IS BAD. 


I MEAN, HE'S PRETTY 
OLD TO HAVE NEVER 
HAD SEX OR EVEN 
A GIRLFRIEND. HE'S 
BEEN SO CHASTE HE 
COULD PRACTICALL Y 
BE A MONK. 



- 65 - 
















66 



















































SO, IF THAT'S THE CASE.. 
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CP51 
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lillll 
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FlHg 
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.REALLY WORKING 
OUT, THOUGH? 
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WE WERE GETTING SO INTIMATE, AND NOW 
ALL OF A SUDDEN... 
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SO NO 
MORE 
HUGS THIS 
MONTH, 
HUH? 


ATTENDING A 
GOING-AWAY 
PARTY, SO I 
WON'T NEED 
ANY DINNER. 



WELL... 















































































































IT'S NOT LIKE HE'S 
DUMPING ME... 


I KNOW IT'S JUST 
THAT SOMETHING 
ELSE CAME UP. 
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SQUEEZE 
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THERE GO MY WORRIES ABOUT HIM 
NOT LIKING ME. 
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A NEW JOB, 
HUH? 
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WHEN IT WAS JUST ME, I 
ONLY WOULD'VE HAD TO 
CONSIDER MY OWN NEEDS, 
BUT YOU CAN'T DO THAT 
WHEN YOU'RE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR SOMEONE ELSE. 



MY INCOME 
INCREASED LAST 
TIME I CHANGED 
JOBS, BUT WHAT IF 
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I MAY NOT HAVE 
MUCH EXPERIENCE, 
BUT IT'S DEFINITELY 
HELPED ME SMOOTH 
OVER TROUBLE IN 
THE PAST- 


SEX CAN BE 
A PRETTY 
EFFECTIVE 
TOOL FOR 
COMMUNI¬ 
CATION. 























































I HAD FIGURED 
HIRAMASA-SAN 
PROBABLY DIDN'T 
WANT TO GO ANY 
FURTHER WITH 
ME, BUT WHAT IF 
I WAS WRONG 
ABOUT THAT? 
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2930 



10 OCTOBER 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 . 15 1(5 17 18 19 

wow... 
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HIRAMASA-SAN. 























































EVEN JUST THIS... 
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wow. 


I CAN 
FEEL HIM... 


...PULLING AWAY. 


FARTHER... 


...AND 

FARTHER. 




























































































THAT TOTALL Y BACKFIRED. 



:e Eyedrops from 
le Second Story 
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DON’T MIND 
THE ELEPHANT 
THAT SHOWED 
WE'RE THE UP LAST NIGHT. 
SAME OLD 
"COUPLE” 

AS ALWAYS! 
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YOU YOUNG 
PEOPLE ASK 
SUCH CRUEL 
QUESTIONS... 


1 . "1 ... j - 


DON'T YOU 
THINK TRUE 
HAPPINESS 
MEANS DIFFER¬ 
ENT THINGS 
FOR DIFFERENT 
PEOPLE? 
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I...GOT 
A LITTLE 
CARRIED 
AWAY. 


WHAT?/ 
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FEELINGS. 


SOMEHOW, THAT FELT LIKE 


THE MOST HALF-ASSED... 

...LOVELESS HUG HE'S 


EVER GIVEN ME. 
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I... 


...HAVEN'T BEEN THINKING 
ABOUT ANYONE BUT MYSELF. 


I JUST DIDN'T WANT TO REOPEN OLD 
WOUNDS. I WAS SO FOCUSED ON RUNNING 
AWAY FROM THAT... 


... THAT I SHUT HER OUT. 


I DIDN'T EVEN REALIZE HOW 
MUCH I WAS HURTING HER. 













AT THAT 
TIME... 


NEITHER OF 
US COULD 
BEGIN TO 
IMAGINE... 


...WHAT WAS GOING 
TO HAPPEN TWO 
WEEKS LATER ON 
HIRAMASA-SAN’S 
BIRTHDAY. 










The Full-Time Wife Escapist 
Volume 5, The End 




































































































Special Thanks to 


Mio Hase, 

my family and friends, 
Kamakura-san, 
Murakami-san, 

Komuro-san, 

everyone who cooperated with my interviews, 


and YOU! 


With Love,Tsunami 
Umino, 2015 

You can follow my work at this blog! 
http://uminotsunami.seesaa.net/ 


Afterword 

This is my forty-first ianKohon. 

There Wasn't much romance- in volume one. Even as they awarded 
H: runner-ur tor their man9a 9rand prize, Anan ma9aZine Wrote, 
"At the moment, there's nod much in this cPmic that Will make your 
heart beat fast," so it's pretty hard to believe how much I've turned 
up the love dial. 

That's What X did in a previous comic, 5 hoKodo, too. 

Our couple's relationship continues to 9roW in volume siy, so please 
looK forward to itl. 

from male fans, J sometimes hearthin9S HKe, "This is too 9ood a 
deal for the 9uy," and "X Want a marria9e like thisl" On the other 
hand, from female fans, J hearthin9S lijfe, "X Want a contractual 
marria9e, too," and "X Want someone to hire me." X'm liKe, uh, it 
sounds HKe We have a match. 

Xt can be hard to share your thou9hts with the person you liKe. 
When you thinK about it, trust is more important than love When it 
comes to buildin9 a life to9ether, and relationships built on the former 
can WorK out better sometimes. 

Be sure to let me Know if you happen to become a real-life "Wife 
escapist." 

A few days before Writin9 this afterword, X Went to OKinaWa on a 
rou9h draft-wntin9 trip. 

Xt WorKed out, but it Was no fun to be hounded by WorK the Whole 
time. X Was HKe, ”A9h, X Want time When X don't have to thinK about 
anythin9." Just some nice time Spadn9 out. 

Plannin9 and efficiency are important, too, but X Want to 90 ahead 
and use the time X save up by those means doin9 absolutely nothin9. 
Xt's the same Way With travel. On a tour, your schedule is all 
Planned out. You Just WaKe up early, 90 see the sights, buy your 
souvenirs, get bacK to the hotel, eat at a buffet of the local cuisine, 
and 9o bacK to sleep. You can checK out a lot of places that Way, but 
it's tirin9, and all you're left With is a pile of photos. 

Even in the middle of something HKe that, X Want time to Space 
out, to taKe a nap in a decK chair by the pool or on the veranda or 
somethin9- 

f/eft WeeKi X'm 9oin9 to undergo another outpatient surgery. X 
Was looKin9 forward to the WeeK of rest at home that Would follow, 
but X Was disappointed When X tooK a looK at my schedule. X'm 
supposed to write two chapters' worth of dialogue that WeeK- 
That ain't a breaKl 


Well* X Sd taKe some- We off not too lon9 ago, so j can't Just do it 
a9ain. Otherwise, X Won't meet my deadline... 

But X have another Surgery coming un, too, and X'll definitely get 
some time off for that one. Till then, X'll Keen at it. things are getting 
good story-wise right now’, anyway. 

X'm getting a lot of surgeries this year, but X should be done With 
them before the year is un. f/e/t year, X'd HKe to go overseas again. 
Hot to mention do some naming. 

for now, X'm mafing sweets, to relay. 

Don't they smell so good While they're baKingp Xt mafes me homy. 

Also, since X've been so into bajdng lately, X've found myself buying 
things \ije cherry blossom naste, muffin nans, and chiffon cafe molds. 

Bafing sweets is so funl Even if you maKe a lot, you can freeze 
them, and you don't have to use as much butter or sugar as the 
redne calls for. 

X've gotta say, though: Using less butter and sugar in my sweets has 
really made me realize how much tastier they are when you include 
the full amounts! 

So maybe it's best to have Just a little bit of the tasty stuff. 

LooKing un rednes to figure out what X'm going to maKe neyt using 
seasonal fruits is a time of absolute bliss for me. Of course, X do it 
While eating my afternoon snacKl 

By the Way, the snan broKe on the Wallet X've been using for a 
long time now, so X bought a new one for the first time in a While. 
Xt's a Wallet bag With a chain on it. 

Xt's really handy. X can nut my Smart nhone and a hotel Key card in 
it and hang it on my shoulder. 

Xn the nast, While X Was traveling, X had nroblemS stuffing my 
Wallet into my nocKet or having my larger nurse get in the Way 
during breaKfaSt. /VoW X can JuSt carry my Wallet around on my 
shoulder. 

X Went With a reserved, lame bag, So x can use it for narties, too. 
HoWX Won't stuff my bag too full When X go to them. 

X'm Sure glad X bought itl. 

Please don't hesitate to invite me to narties, everyone. 


Anyway, on to volume sfyj 




Keep an eye out for it! 









From a Withered Tree, Flowers May Bloom, page 3 
[3.1] 

This proverb suggests that something past its prime may 
regain its old glory. If you search for it on the internet, 
you will find that it seems to have been adopted by many 
people in the English-speaking world as a “Zen quote,” 
although its origins are not necessarily related to 
Buddhism. 





Kyoho grapes, page 4 
[4.4] 

This is a very large variety of hybrid grape. 



Tennis circle, page 11 

[ 11 . 1 ] 

Tennis circles are a popular kind of social club in Japanese 
universities. Some of them genuinely do have a focus on 
playing tennis, but there are many that simply use it as a 
means of helping students meet each other. At the most 
extreme end, there are tennis circles that are little more 
than singles clubs. Another variety of tennis circle is the 
“all around circle,” which plays tennis in the summer and 
snowboards in the winter. This is the kind that M-kun 
joins. 



The tennis circle M-kun joined was the kind that played 
tennis in the summer and snowboarded in the winter. 


Personal seal, page 36 
[36.3] 

Mikuri is referring to her hanko. This is a stamp of a 
person or business’s name that is used in Japanese society 
much like a signature is in the US. 










Soldam plums, page 41 
[41.6] 

This variety of plum is common in Japan. It has red¬ 
dish-green skin and bright red meat. 



In Spring, Sunny Weather Doesn’t Last, page 60 
[60.1] 

Literally, this proverb would translate as, “You don’t get 
three days of sun in spring.” It’s referring to the tendency 
of the weather to change from day to day in spring, where¬ 
as it tends to be more consistent in other seasons. There 
is a similar saying in some US cities, “If you don’t like the 
weather, wait five minutes.” 


gtnmwCjt 


He could practically be a monk, page 65 
[65.3] 

If you’re a meme connoisseur, you might be familiar with 
the idea that a guy who’s still a virgin at thirty becomes a 
wizard. This derives from a Japanese meme that suggests 
that such a guy becomes a wizard or fairy (note that there 
is no connotation of homosexuality in the latter, but 
rather, magical powers). In the original manga, Mikuri 
was referencing this meme here. 


Let Sleeping Dogs Lie, page 91 
[91.1] 

This chapter’s title was originally the Japanese idiom 
“poke at the bushes and find a snake.” This idiom refers to 
the act of doing something that brings about a bad result 
when inaction would have been better. 



















Like Eyedrops from the Second Story, page 123 
[123.1] 

This proverb describes trying to fix something in a totally 
ineffective way, like trying to apply eyedrops to someone 
on the ground from the second story of a building. 



Bobbleheaded robot, page 131 
[131.4] 

In Japanese, Yuri calls Mikuri an “akabeko-like robot.” 
An akabeko, or “red cow,” is a traditional craft of the 
Aizu region of Fukushima prefecture. Its head bobbles, 
and the drawing shown next to Mikuri in this panel is 
what it looks like. 



Tankobon, page 156 

[ 156 . 1 ] 

Most manga start out by being serialized in a magazine. 
When the chapters are collected into a hook, that book is 
called a tankobon. 


Afterword 


it mnner-ufi for their manda Brand Arize, An -- 

"At the moment, there's not much in this comic that Will majfe your 
heart beat fast," so it's fi retty hard to believe how much I've turned 
ua the love dial. 

That's what X did in a Arevious comic, ShoKoJ'o, too. 

Our couAle's relationshiA continues to 9roW in volume sft, so Alease 
tooK forward to itl 


Anan magazine, page 156 
[156.1] 

This is a women’s magazine in Japan. 
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